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OCTOBER VI.

ST. BRUNO, CONFESSOR,

FOUNDER OF THE CARTHUSIAN MOKNKS.

[From the shert chrouicle of the foor first priors of the
Chartrense, o mpiled by Guigo, the fifth prior; from
the larzer chronicle enlled Chronica do exordia Ordinis
Carthusiensis, containing the history of the five first
priors, written abont the year 1250, according to F.
Bye; from St. Bruno’s life by Fr. du Puitz or Pulesnus,
general of the Order, in 1508; from his life compiled
by Guibert of Nogent, in 1101, and the life of 5t.
Hagh of Grenoble, written by Goy, the fifth genernl
of the Carthnsiana.]

A.D. 1101

Sr. Bruno was descended of an ancient and
honouruble fumily, and bora at Cologne,
not after the middle of tbe eleventh cen-
tury, as some mistake, but about the year
1030, a8 the sequel of his life demonstrates.
In his infancy he scemed above the usual
weaknesses of that age, and nothing child-
ish ever appeared in his manners. His
religions parents, hoping to secure his
virtue hy a good education, placed him
very young in the college of the clergy of
8t. Cunibert’s Church, where he gave
extraordinary proofs of hia piety, capucity,
and learning, insemuch that Bt. Anno,
then Bishop of Cologne, preferred him to a
canonry in that church. He was yet
young when he left Cologne, and went to
Rhelms for his greater improvement in
his studies, moved probably by the reputa-
tion of the schocl kept by the clergy of
that church. Bruno wes received by them
with great marks of distinotion. He took
n the whole circle of the sciences, was a
good poet for that age, bnt excelled chiefly
in pbilosophy and theology, so that these
titles of poet, philosopher, and divine, were
given him by contemporary writers by
way of eminence, and he was regarded as
a great master and model of the schools.
The historians of that age speak still with
greater admiration of his singular piety.!
Heriman,canon and scholasticus of Rheims,
resigning his dignities, and renouncing
the world, to make thestudy of true wisdom

his whole occupation, Gervasius, who was !

{1} Rob. Altiss. Chron. p. 77. &e.
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made Archbishop of Rheims in 1056, made
Bruno scholasticus, to which dignity then
belonged the direction of the studies and
all the great schocls of the diocess. The
prudence and extraordinery lenrning of
the saiut shone with great lustre in this
station ; in all his lessons and precepts
he had chbiefly in view to conduct men to
God, and to make them know and respeet
his holy law. Such was his reputation
that he was looked upon as the light of
churches, dector of doctors, the glory of
the two nations of Germany and France,
the ornament of the ago, thoe model of
good men, and tbe mirror of the world,
to use the expressions of an ancient writer.
He taught a considerable time in the
church of Rheims; and is sazid, by the
author of his life, to have been o long
time the support of that great diocess;
by which expression he seems to have
borne the weight of the spiritual govorn-
ment under the Avchbishop Gervasius.
That prelate dying in 1067, Manasses I.
by open simony got possession of that
metropolitical church, and oppressed it
with most tyrannical vexations and enor-
mities. Bruno retained under him his
authority and dignities; particularly that
of cbancellor of the diocess, in which
office he migned with him the churter of
the foundations of St. Martin anx Ju-
meaux, and some other deeds of dona-
tions to monasteries. Yet he vigorously
opposed his criminal projects. Hugh of
Die, the pope’s legate, snmmoned Manasses
to appear at a .council which he held at
Antun, in 1077, and upon his refusing
to obey the summons, declured him sus-
pended from his fanctions. St. Bruno,
Manasses the provost, and Poncius, a
canon of Rheims, accused him in this
council ; in which affuir cur szint behaved
with s0o mnch pradence snd piety, that
the legate writing to the pope, exceedingly
extolled his virtue and wisdom, etyling
him the most worthy doctor of the church
of Rheims,' and recommending him to

(1) Cune. t. x.p. 365, and Hogo Fiavi . iu Chron. p. 199.
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his holiness as one excellently qualified
to give him good counsel, and to assist
bim m the churches of France in pro-
. moting the cause of God. The simoniacal
- usemrper, exasperated against the three
canons who appeared in the council
against him, caused their houses to be
- broke open and plundered, and sold their
prebends. The persecuted canons took
refuge in the castle of the Count of Rouei,
and remained there till August, 1078, as
uppeurs by a letter which the simoniacal
wrchbishop at that time wrote against
them to the pope.

Before this time St. Bruno had con-
certed the project of his retreat, of which
he gives himself the following account in
his letter to Raoul, or Ralph, provost of
Rheims, to which dignity he was raised in
1077, upon the resignation of Manasses.
St. Bruno, this Ralph, and another canon
of Rheims, named Fulcius, in & conversa-
tion which they had one day together in
one Adam’s garden, discoursed on the
vanity and fulse plessures of the world,
and on the joys of eternal life, and being
strongly affected with their serious reflec-
tions, promised one another to forsake the
world. They deferred the exeeution of
this engagement till Fulcins should retnm
from Rome, whither he was geing; and
he being detained there, Ralph elack-
ened in his resolution, and continuing at
Rheims, was afterwards maede archbishop
of that see. But Bruno persevered in
his resolution of embracing a state of
religions retirement. Serious meditation
increased in him daily his sense of the
inestimable happiness of a glorious
etornity, and his abhorrence of the world.
Thus he forsook it in a time of the most
flattering prosperity, when he enjoyed in
it riches, honours, and the favour of men,
and when the church of Rheims was
rendy to choose him archbishop in the
room of Manasses, who had been then
convicted of simony and deposed. He
resigned his benefice, quitted his friends,
and renounced whatever held him in the
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world, and persuaded some of his friends
to accompany him into solitude, who were
men of great endowments and virtue, and
who abundantly made up the loss of his
two first companions in this design; he
seems first to have retired to Reciae or
Boe, a fortified town and castle on the
Axona, or Aisne, in Champagne, the seat
of Count Ebul, who had zeulously joined
St. Bruno and others in opposing the
impiety of Manasses, After some time
he went to Cologne, his native country ;
and some time after, was called buck to
his canonry at Rheims ; but making there
a very short stay, he repaired to Saisse-
Fontaine, iu the diocess of Langres, where
he lived some time with some of his scholars
and companions. Two of these, named
Poter and Lambert, built there a church,
which was afterwards united to the abbey
of Molesme.

In this solitnde Bruno, with an earnest
desire of aiming at true perfection in
virtue, considered with himself, and de-
liberated with his companions what it
was beat for him to do, spending his time in
the exercises of holy solitude, penance, and
prayer. He addressed himself for advice
to a monk of great experience and sanc-
tity, that is, to St. Robert, abbot of
Meolesme, who exhorted him to apply to
Hugh, Bishop of Grencble, who was truly
a servant of God, and a person better
qualified than auy other to assist him in his
design.! St. Bruno followed this direc-
tion, being informed that in the diccess
of Grenoble, there were woods, Tocks, and
deserts most suitable to his desires of
finding perfect solitude, and that this
holy prelate would certainly favour his
design. Bix of those who had accom-
panied him in his retreat, attended him
on this occasion, namely, Landwin,. who :
afterwards succeeded him in the office of
prior of the great Chartreuse; Stephen of
Bourg, and Stephen of Die, both canons
of St. Rufus in Dauphiné; Hugh, whom

(1) Sec Mabill. Annal. Jib. lxvi. . 68, and Martenns
Nova Collestio Mon. t. vi. pr. n. 30.
30
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they called the chaplain, bocause he was

the only priest among them, and two
laymen, Andrew and Guerin. 8t. Bruno
und theso six companions arrived at
Qrenoble about widsummer, 1084, and
cast themselves at the feet of St. Hugh,
begging of him some place in his diocess,
where they might serve Guod, remote
from worldly affairs, and without being
burdensome to men. Tbe holy prelate,
understanding their errand, rejoiced ex-
eeedingly, and reccived them with open
arms, not doubting but these seven
strangers were represcnted to bim in a
vision he had the night before in hia
sleep; wherein he thoughi he saw God
himself building a church in the desert
of his diocesa, ealled the Chartreuse, and
sevon stars rising from the ground, and
forming a circle, which went before him to
that place, s it were, to show bim the way
to the church. He embraced thom very
lovingly, thinking he could never suffi-
ciently commend their geuerous resolu-
tion; and assigned them that desert of
Chartreuse for their retreat, promising
his utmost assistance to establish them
there; but to tbe end they might be
armed againat the difficulties they would
meet with, lest they should enter upon
so great an undertaking without having
well considered it ; he, at the pamo time,
represented to them the dismal situation
of that solitude, beset with very high
craggy rocks, almost ull the year covered
with snow aud thick fogs, which rendered
them not habituble. 8t. Hugh bhaving
kept them some days in his palace, con-
ducted them to this place, and made over
to them all the right he had in that
forest; and, some time after, Siguin,
ubbot of Chaise-Dieu, in Auvergne, who
wasg joint lord of the same. Bruno and
his companions immediately huilt an
oratory there, and very small cells, at a
little distance one from the other, like the
ancient Lauras of Palestine. Such was
the original of the Order of the Carthu-
gians, which tookits name from this desert
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of Chartreuse. Some have dated its insti-
tution in 1086, others in 1085; but it
is clearly proved by Mabillon' that St.
Bruno retired to this wilderness in June,
1084, as one of his epitaphs and Sigebert
of Gemblours, a contemporary writer,
expressly mention. St. Hugh, by a charter
dated in the month following, forbade
any woman to go into their lands, or any
pereon to fish, hunt, or drive cattle that
way. They first built a church on a
summit, and cells near it, in which they
lived two together in each cell, soon after
single, meeting in church at matins and
vespers : other houts, prime, tierce, sext,
none, and compline, they recited in their
cells. They never took two refections in
a day, except on the greatest festivals, on
which they ate together in a refectory.
On other dgys they ute in their cells us
hermite. Pulse was given them in a
certain meusure on days when it was
sllowed them.,

1t is hard to represent the wonderful
life of these holy anchorites in their
desert. Peter the Venerasble, abbot of
Cluni, fifty years after St. Bruno, writea
of them: “Their dress is meaner and
poorer than that of other monks; so
short and seanty, and so rough, that
the very sight affrights one. They wear
coarse hair shirts mnext their skin, fust
almost perpetually ; eat only bran bread ;
never touch flesh, either sick or well;
pnever buy fish, but eat it if given
tbem a3 an alms; eat eggs and cheese
on Bundays and Thursduys; on Tues-
days and Saturdays their fare is pulse
or herbs boiled; on Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays they take nothi:zg but
bread and water; and they have only
one meal a day, except within the oclaves
of Christmas, Euster, Whitsuntide, Ipi-
phany, and some other feslivuls. Their
constant occupation is praying, reading,
and manual labour, which conaists chiefly
in transeribing books. They say the
lesser hoars of the divine office in their

(1) Act. Ben. t. ix. p~. n. 86.
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cells at the times when the bell rings;
but meet: together at vespers and matins
with wonderful recollection. They say
mass only on Sunduys und festivals.” This
manner of life they followed without any
written ruie; though Mabillon thinks
they ‘conformed to that of 8Bt. Benedict in
moat points which were compatible with
their plan of an heremitical life, DBut
others, with Bue, the Bollandist, find no
resemhlance, and say the practices were
peculinr to their institute without being
borrowed from any other in particular.
St. Bruno left his disciples fervent ob-
servers of those customs and practices
which he had estublished among them.
This institute has heen regarded by the
pustors of the church as the most perfeet
model of a penitential and contemplative
state, in which persons devote themselves
to the moat perfect sanctification of their
souls, and by their tears and prayers
endeavour to druw down the divine merey
on sinoers and on the wholdworld.

St. Bruno is styled hy the writers of that
agoe Master of the Chartreuse, and some-
times prior; for, being the person who led
the rest into that course of life, he was
locked upon by them as their snperior;
and as he was the most learned, so he also
oxcelled them in the fervour of his charity,
compunction, and humility, St. Hogh,
who at first received him s his child,
became 8o grest an admirer of his virtne
that he touk him for his father and spi-
ritual director ; and withont regard to the
difficulty of the ways, be often went from
Grenoble to tho Chartreuse, to enjoy the
heavenly conversation of St. Bruno, and
improve himself hy his advice and ex-
ample. That holy prelate felt an inex-
pressible joy in his heart as often as he
heard any new movice had joined these
true disciples of the cross; a joy which
was often renewed in bim ; for their ex-
ample awaked many from their spiritunl
lethargy in the world, and persons of all
agcs, even young hoys, ran to the desert
to take up the cross of Christ in their
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company. The Count of Nevers, a lord of
singular piety, made a long stay with them
to learn to serve (God with new fervour,
and returned praising God for the wonders
which his right-hand works in the hearts
in which he dwells. He sent them soon
after a rich present of plate, but they sent
it back with excuses that it was useless to
them. He then sent them a large gnantity
of leather and parchment for their books.
St. Bruno had not governed this con-
gregation six years, wheu Pope Urban IL,
who had formerly been his scholar at
Rheims, being informed of the hely life
which he led, and being, from his own
personul acquaintance, fully convineed of
his great prudence and learning, sent himn
a severe order to repair to Rume, thut he
might assist him by his counsels in the
government of the chureh. The humble
monk could have scarce met with a more
severe triul of his obedience, or made a
greater sacrifice. Nevertheless, without
further deliberation, he set out in 1089,
having nominated Landuin prior at the
Chartreuse. The pope himself, at the
same time, had recommended that house
to the protection of Siguin, abbot of Chaise
Dien. The departure of the saint was an
inexpressihle grief to his disciples. They,
to whom the greatest austerities were plen-
sures, and the most hidden desert a para-
dise, whilst they enjoyed the presence of
such a guide and master, found their rocks
insupportable without him. The saint
endeavoured in wvain to comfort them,
promising them he would do whatever lay
in bim to return to them as soon as pos-
sible. Beveral of them protested they
would never be parted from him, and these
he took with him to Rome. St. Bruno
was received hy the pope with all imagin-
able tokens of esteem and affection. His
holiness kept him in his palace, near his
person, and consulted him in all weighty
affairs of religion and conacience. By his
order, also, the saint’s companions had en

" apartment assigned them in thecity, where

they endeavoured to live as they had done
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in the desert; but they soon found it was
not so easy a matter there to devote them-
selves wholly to their holy meditations,
Ppious reading, singing psalms, and fervent
prayer, in which consisted all tbeir satis-
faction. They could not shun distracting
visits, nor observe such silence aa they had
done among tbe rocks, and which was so
usefal to them. This alteration drew tears
from their eyes, and made them sigh for
the solitude they had quitted. They com-
plained to 8t. Bruno that tbey found not
in tbe city what they sought. The saint
ardently desired to conduct them back to
tbe mountain of the Chartreuse; but not
boing able to obtain that leave for himself,
he prevailed that they might return to the
desert.

The tumult of a court grew every day
more insupportable to 8t. Bruno, who had
tasted the sweets of solitude and unin-
terrupted contemplation, and trembled
amidst the distractions of the world. The
pope had too great a value for such a friend
to grant his request of returning to the
Chartreuse; he even pressed him to accept
the archbishopric of Rheggio, in Calabria;
bnt the holy man exeused himself with so
great earnestness, and redouhled his im-
portunities for the liberty of living to
himeelf in solitude, that his holiness at
length thought he could no longer offer
violence to his holy inclinations, and con-
sented that he might retire into some
wilderness in the mountains of Calabria.
The saint found e convenient solitude in
the diocess of Squillaci, where he settled
in 1090, with some new disciples whom he
had gained in Rome. Here he betook
himself to the exercises of a solitary life
with more joy and fervour than ever.
Remembering the engagement which his
uneient friend, Rulph, the provoest of
Rheims, bad made to embrace a solitary
life, he wrote him from this desert an
elegant and tender letter, inviting him to
his hermitage, putting him in mind of his
promise, and the obligation he had taken
upon himself, and giving him an agreeable
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and cheerful deseription of his desert, and
of uninterrupted scenes of pure joy and
delights which he and his companions
found in it. From the turn of this letter
it sufficieutly appears how far the saint
wos from the least disposition of melan-
choly, moroseness, or harsb severity. Lan-
duin, prior of the Chartreuse, weént inta
Calabria to consult 8t. Bruno about the
form of living which cur saint had insti-
tuted at the Chartreuse; for those disciples
were desirous not te depert in the least
point from the spirit and rule of their holy
master.! St. Breno wrote them an admir-
able letter, full of tender charity and the
spirit of God, which he sent them by Lun-
duin when he returned in 1099. In this
letter he instructed them all in the prac-
tices of a solitary life, solved the difficulties
which they proposed to him, cowforted
them iu their afflictions, and encouranged
them to perseverance and watchfulness
against all the attacks of their enemies.
The principul works of St. Bruno are
Comments on the Psalter, and on St.
Paul’s Epistles, both of which are demon-
strated tqgbe the genuine productions of
our saint, and answer the character given
of St. Bruno, that he wuas one of the most
learned men, not only of the age in which
he lived, but of most others. He under
stood botb the Hebrew aud Greek lun-
guages, and was versed in the writings of
the fathers, especially those of St. Ambrose
and St. Austin. He is a strenuous advo-
cato for the doctrine of St. Austin with
regard to the mysteries of divine grace.
In his Exposition of the Psalms he clears
the literul sense, but always refers it Lo
the spiritual, applying every thing to
Christ and his chureh, us the sense
principally meant by the Holy Ghost.
The elegy in fourteen verses, On the Con
tempt of the World, or on the last things,
which was composed by St. Bruno, is eu-
graved under the picture of the saint in
the choir of the famous Chartreuse of
Dijon. It is a feeling complaint of the
(1) Mabill. Annal. Lib. hix n. 109,

~
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general insensibility of men in thinking
so little on a happy and a miserable
eternity, and is inserted in several Latin
prayer-books. Several other comments on
the scripture, and other writings, have
been ascribed to this saint, bnt belong
some to St. Bruno, Bishop of Segni, others
to 5t. Bruno, Bishop of Wurtzbourg, who
both flourished in the same age.

8t. Bruno being settled in his desert in
the diocess of Squillaci, had no thoughts
but of living unknown to men; bat, as
retired as he was, he had not been long in
this new hermitage wben Roger, sovereign
Count of Bicily and Calabria, discovered
him one day as be was hunting in that
wood. The prince having conversed with
bim, was so much moved by his virtue,
that he was extremely desirous to testily
his esteem for him by some remarkable
favours; but a love of poverty, and a spirit
of disinterestedness would not permit the
holy man to take advantage of his gene-
rosity in accepting any rieh presents. The
monastery De la Torre, in Calabria, was
the second of the Order. St. Bruno estah-
lished in it the most perfect apirit of hu-
mility, contempt of the world, retirement,
and mortification, and centinued by his
counsels and iustructions at a distance, to
direct the monks of the Great Chartreuse
in all spiritual and temporal emergencies.
The time being come when God had decreed
to reward the labours of his servant, he
visited him with a sickness about the latter
end of September, 1101. 'When the holy
man perceived his death to draw near, he
gathered bis monks about his bed, and in
their prggence made, as it were, a public
confession of his life; then made a pro-
fession of his faitb, which his disciples
copied from his mouth and preserved. It
is very clear and explicit on the mysteries
of the Trinity and Incarnation, and in
condemning the heresy of Berengarius,
which had lately raised great troubles in
the church. The holy man thus expressed
his faith of the sacrament of the altar,
“T believe the sacraments which the charch
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believeth, and in particular that the bread
and wine consecrated on the altar are the
true body of our Lord Jesus Christ; his
true flesh and his true blood, which we
receive for the remission of our sins, and
in the hope of eternal life.”! He had
more fully explained this doctrine of tho
cburch aganinst Berengarius, in bis com-
ments on St. Paul.? He resigned his soul
to God on Sonday, the 6th of Qctober,
1101. An acconnt of his death waa sent
by his monka of La Torre in an encyclical
letter to all the neighbouring churches
and monasteries, according to the custom,
to recommend the souls of persons deceased
to their prayers. Near two hundred
answers to this letter are extant, and eon-
tain the highest eulogiums of his extra-
ordinary virtue, wisdom, and learning.?
St. Bruno was iuterred in the cemetery of
the church of the bleased Virgin de Torre;
said by some to have been translated to
that of St. Stephen—but improbably ; for
they were discovered in the former place
in 1515. Pope Leo X. had grunted in the
preeeding year an office in his honour to
his Order; which is called an equipollent
beatification, his eminent sanetity and
many miracles after his death not stand-
ing in need of the formalities of & scrutiny.
In 1623, Gregory XV., by an equipollent
canonization, extended his office to the
whole church. A bane of his jaw with twe
teeth were sent to the Great Chartreuse,
a finger to the Chertreuse at Paris, and
little portions to tbe Chartreuses of Co-
logne, his native city, and Friburg.

The motto of St. Bruno are these words
of the Psalmist :* «“ My eyes prevented the
watches : T was troubled, and I spoke not.
I had in my mind the eternal years. Yol
I have gone far off, flying away, and I
abode in the wilderness.”® This constant
meditation on eternity often broke his rest,

(1) Ap. Mabill. Analeet. . iv. p. 400.

() Iu 1 Cor. xi. pp. 805, 306.

(3) In an appendix to the life of St. Brono, printed in
folio, in 15186.

(4} Ps. Ixzvi. 8.
) Pi. liv. 8
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and made sleep to flee from his eyes; this
animated him with fervour in his retire-
ment, and perpetual penance, and made
him watch whole nights in sighs and tears
to implore the divine mercy. In this soli-
tude his employment was gometimes to
pour forth his soul in songs of praise, and
to entertain himself ou the sweet motives
of the divine love ; sometimes the remem-
brance of eternal joys comforted his soul,
and gave him already & kind of foretaste
of them; and he often considered the
terrors of the divine judgments, and the
eternal torments prepared for sinners, being
strongly affected with the dread of that
which is of all-others the most grievous,
the pain of loss, or the everlasting pri-
vation of God.
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